In all 566 were servxcemen—~325 were from the A1r Force, 138
rbelonged to the Navy, 77 were Army ard 26 were Marmes The 25
civilians were members-of various U.S. Government agencles
- The-Viethamese-listed-55-as-having-died-in-captivity;- returnmg-
'POWSs put the number at 111..0n’ Apnl 13,1973 the Pentagon an- -
‘nounced that there was no-evidence' that any more U.S. ' POWs
were:still alive-in Indochina.29? During this'same period, however,
the. DOD's’ Homecoming. Center at:Clark: Air Force Base- (the
Center) reported that returnmg POWSs had provided: mformatron
mdxcatmg that 156 semcemen may have drecl in captmty :

‘POWs vtew

In. captmty, Amencan semcemen made learmng the names of
'fellow prisoners. the highest pnorlty and pledged to each other that
they would all go horme together.” . : -

-;-~~-Adm1ra1 James-Stockdale;:who- WOt & pre51dent1al c1tatron~for~hxs

service to the U.S:. while the senior officer held capt1ve,39° said the
pledge was central to POWSs' survival, because it kept them gomg
‘through unspeakable torture and' other adver51ty

“In”the matter of accountabrhty for: Amencans in the"'j‘"- ff‘_‘_f““ :
pnsons ‘of North Vietnam, what appears to be chaoticto - -
"the outside after-thefact investigators seemed by contrast =
comparatlvely orderly to the: selfgovermng, self-accountmgr L
- body of Yanks who spent conisiderable time there. Self-gov- "
*_erning, self-accountmg Thats 1mportant It h_ad to be a
- team operation..- R

~We who, struggled for years to mamtam umty over self T
keepmg, ‘memorizing, ‘cross-checking names of all Amen--'i; S
cans physically sighted or_ whispered.to or tapped with, we
““had'stringent requirements. to.get. into ‘the system, It oo

 “couldn’t be’ hearsay, it couldn’t be anything: The guy had =
~to’ have .been‘seen or: whlspered to or had some phys1cal-i :
 contact with somebody. S

‘Found in those dungeons-—all of thrs actmt found in
those dungeons, a meaning of life centered on being your-
brother s keeper emerged, keepmg a.memorialized chronol-
ogy of contacts and acquamtances that could some day, g

e See dnscuss:on of Presndent Nnxon s statement to the natnon and Dr Roger Shlelds's state- .
ment in the Paris Peace Accord chapter and numbers ch pter RS .
. 390 The:award, bestowed by President Gerald Ford, is n

i . “For conspicuous gallantry and in rJndmr at the nsk of lus hfe. above and beyond the call of

“duty. 4 September 1969, whrle senior Naval officer in the prisoner of war camps of North Viet-
‘nam, recognizéd by his captors as the. leader in the prisoners of war resistance to. mte tion -

- and-inthe refusal to participate in’ propaganda exploitation, Rear Admiral, then Ca in, Stock- -
“dale, was singled"out ' for mtemgat:on nnd etten 1t torture: after he was de m a oovert‘
communications attem Ft. s

;" “Sensing the start: o another purge and aware that lus earlner efforts at self-dmﬁgurat:on to-

“dissuade his captors from exploiting him for’ proj da pur ~had resulted in cruel and -
ngomzmz Ppunis; t, Rear Admi Stockdale ed to m e hunself [ tymbol of remtanoe‘

: regn ess of personal sacrifice. | .
.. :"He deliberately inflicted a near mortal wound to hm person in order to eonvmoe his ca 8.
~of his. wilhnﬁms to give up his life rather than capitulate. He was subecquentl discove and'
revived by the North Vietnamese, who convinced of his indomitable spirit, abeted in thexr em-
plolgnent of excessive harassment and torture toward all of the prisonersiof war, - - - o
: his heroic: action at great peril to himself, he earned the everhstmi gratitude of lus,
.fellow prisoners and of his country. Rear’ Admiral: Stockdale s. valiant leadership and extraordi

. nary courage in & hostile envu'onment eu.stmned and enhanoed the ﬁnest tradmons of the-
_United States Naval Service.” - .~ v @0 RIS



